
Summer 2020 Reading Guide 

English 4 AP 

 

HELLO CLASS 2021! 

Please watch this short video welcoming you to AP English Literature! 
 

Wow! How are you already seniors? I am looking forward to a fantastic year with you, and in order to prepare us for the 
upcoming school year, I have provided for you below a summer reading guide. Just like many of you will continue to 
condition and train for a sport or practice your instrument for orchestra, we want to continue developing our close reading 
and critical thinking skills over the summer. Please note, that due to our circumstances, your summer read this year is 
optional but highly recommended. 
 

Summer Reading Selection:  

● The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde 

○ Digital copy: 

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/844/844-h/844-h.htm 

● Overview: The Importance of Being Earnest: A Trivial Comedy for Serious 
People is a drama written by Oscar Wilde that was first performed in 1895. 
The play is a satire, specifically a comedy of manners. A comedy of manners 
(we will study this more with Pride and Prejudice) focuses on exposing the 
follies of society through the amorous pursuits of the main characters. In this 
case, Wilde exposes the trivial concerns and moral double standards of the 
Victorian aristocracy. There are also elements of farce within the play; farce 
relies on miscommunications, comic mistimings, and mistaken identities - all 
of which will be important in this play. 

 

Guiding Questions: 

Below you will find a list of guiding questions and a character analysis 

chart on page 2.  
 

1. Identify targets of Wilde's satire and analyze the treatment of these targets. 
 

2. Identify the pun central to the play and analyze its meaning. 
 

3. Comment on the irony between the elegant demeanor of the characters and their 
absurd conversations and behavior. 
 

4. Discuss the meaning of the play's subtitle "a trivial play for serious 
people."Determine the importance of being trivial within the play. 

5. What do you think about the fact that the play ends in a way that continues to uphold 
the characters’ perpetual dishonesty? 
 

6. Examine these overarching topics in the play. How do these various topics 
contribute to the comedy of the piece as well as to the meaning of the work? 

● Marriage 

● Morality 

● Deception 

7. What similarities do you observe between Victorian and modern American society? 
 

8. Based on the areas of criticism in this play, if Oscar Wilde could rewrite the play for 
the 21st century, what aspects of our society do you think he would put under a 
microscope? 
 
NOTE: In addition to reading the play, you can watch the 2002 film starring Colin Firth, 
Rupert Everett, Reese Witherspoon, Frances O’Connor, and Judi Dench. It is available 
for rent or purchase on Amazon Prime and Youtube. It is free with ads on VUDU.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13pvQJHtO0N3nAjNLwdpW2HsuUZ3GtKY_/view
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/844/844-h/844-h.htm


Characterization Chart 

Character  Characterization  Plot points that emphasize your 
characterization 

John "Jack" Worthing/Ernest   
 
 
 

 

Algernon “Algy” Moncrieff   
 
 
 

 

Gwendolyn Fairfax   
 
 
 

 

Lady Bracknell   
 
 
 

 

Cecily Cardew   
 
 
 

 

Dr. Chasuble   
 
 
 

 

Miss Prism   
 
 
 

 

Lane   
 
 
 

 

Merriman   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Looking for more? 

If you are just looking for some great, fun reads, here are some books I have read recently and thoroughly enjoyed. 
 
Where the Crawdads Sing (2018) - Delia Owens 
Amazon Summary: For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet 
town on the North Carolina coast. So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found 
dead, the locals immediately suspect Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what 
they say. Sensitive and intelligent, she has survived for years alone in the marsh that she calls 
home, finding friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand. Then the time comes when she 
yearns to be touched and loved. When two young men from town become intrigued by her wild 
beauty, Kya opens herself to a new life--until the unthinkable happens. 
 

Where the Crawdads Sing is at once an exquisite ode to the natural world, a heartbreaking 
coming-of-age story, and a surprising tale of possible murder. Owens reminds us that we are 
forever shaped by the children we once were, and that we are all subject to the beautiful and 
violent secrets that nature keeps. 
 
The Great Alone (2018) - Kristin Hannah 
Alaska, 1974. Ernt Allbright came home from the Vietnam War a changed and volatile man. 
When he loses yet another job, he makes the impulsive decision to move his wife and daughter 
north where they will live off the grid in America’s last true frontier. 

Cora will do anything for the man she loves, even if it means following him into the unknown. 
Thirteen-year-old Leni, caught in the riptide of her parents’ passionate, stormy relationship, has 
little choice but to go along, daring to hope this new land promises her family a better future. 

In a wild, remote corner of Alaska, the Allbrights find a fiercely independent community of 
strong men and even stronger women. The long, sunlit days and the generosity of the locals 
make up for the newcomers’ lack of preparation and dwindling resources. 

But as winter approaches and darkness descends, Ernt’s fragile mental state deteriorates. 
Soon the perils outside pale in comparison to threats from within. In their small cabin, covered 
in snow, blanketed in eighteen hours of night, Leni and her mother learn the terrible truth: they 
are on their own. 

 
Turn of the Key (2019) - Ruth Ware  
The end of this book really got me. I would love to know your opinions! 
 

Amazon Summary: When she stumbles across the ad, she’s looking for something else 
completely. But it seems like too good an opportunity to miss—a live-in nannying post, with a 
staggeringly generous salary. And when Rowan Caine arrives at Heatherbrae House, she is 
smitten—by the luxurious “smart” home fitted out with all modern conveniences, by the 
beautiful Scottish Highlands, and by this picture-perfect family. 
 

What she doesn’t know is that she’s stepping into a nightmare—one that will end with a child 
dead and herself in prison awaiting trial for murder. 
 

Writing to her lawyer from prison, she struggles to explain the unravelling events that led to her 
incarceration. It wasn’t just the constant surveillance from the cameras installed around the 
house, or the malfunctioning technology that woke the household with booming music, or 
turned the lights off at the worst possible time. It wasn’t just the girls, who turned out to be a 
far cry from the immaculately behaved model children she met at her interview. It wasn’t even 
the way she was left alone for weeks at a time, with no adults around apart from the 
enigmatic handyman, Jack Grant. 
 



Americanah (2014) - Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
 

Amazon Summary: Ifemelu and Obinze are young and in love when they depart military-ruled 
Nigeria for the West. Beautiful, self-assured Ifemelu heads for America, where despite her 
academic success, she is forced to grapple with what it means to be black for the first time. 
Quiet, thoughtful Obinze had hoped to join her, but with post-9/11 America closed to him, he 
instead plunges into a dangerous, undocumented life in London. Fifteen years later, they 
reunite in a newly democratic Nigeria, and reignite their passion—for each other and for their 
homeland.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unsheltered (2018) - Barbara Kingsolver 
How could two hardworking people do everything right in life, a woman asks, and end up 
destitute? Willa Knox and her husband followed all the rules as responsible parents and 
professionals, and have nothing to show for it but debts and an inherited brick house that 
is falling apart. The magazine where Willa worked has folded; the college where her 
husband had tenure has closed. Their dubious shelter is also the only option for a 
disabled father-in-law and an exasperating, free-spirited daughter. When the family’s one 
success story, an Ivy-educated son, is uprooted by tragedy he seems likely to join them, 
with dark complications of his own. 

In another time, a troubled husband and public servant asks, How can a man tell the 
truth, and be reviled for it? A science teacher with a passion for honest investigation, 
Thatcher Greenwood finds himself under siege: his employer forbids him to speak of the 
exciting work just published by Charles Darwin. His young bride and social-climbing 
mother-in-law bristle at the risk of scandal, and dismiss his worries that their elegant 
house is unsound. In a village ostensibly founded as a benevolent Utopia, Thatcher 
wants only to honor his duties, but his friendships with a woman scientist and a renegade newspaper editor threaten 
to draw him into a vendetta with the town’s powerful men. 

Unsheltered is the compulsively readable story of two families, in two centuries, who live at the corner of Sixth and 
Plum in Vineland, New Jersey, navigating what seems to be the end of the world as they know it. With history as 
their tantalizing canvas, these characters paint a startlingly relevant portrait of life in precarious times when the 
foundations of the past have failed to prepare us for the future. 
 
 


